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Invisible killer takes off 
T he .ctnt American 

" SO<ollh" bombtr will 
Ukt to the skiet fat lhe 

font time in tht nut few days. 
ushtnns in what the US Air 
fora: hopes will be an . .. or 
air superiority over I he Sovitt 
U n1on. 

All<r a handful of initial 
provin& niaJ!tS, the plaM will 
be nown under caver of 
darknets to the Groome Lake 
~"" in NeVJda. From there it 
"'" ny throuah the Nellis 
,.n~et which will· quickly 
show if the plane ~lly Is 
m ade of the "riaht stu IT'. 

United Statet Air f'Ort"e 
General Lawrence Sb nt:u: 
said rettntly it will ny ''in the 
nur IUture •.. the very ncar 
fu ture", and another air force 
sour« S.0)'1 it should be air· 
borne bo:fon: the end or tltis 
month. 

The Nonhrop &.2 ad van~ 
occhnolosr bumbo:r (A"l"lt) will 
rtn.dtr proctically a ll known 
air deft nl'Cs wonhltsL It will 
be undetectable by ,.dar, hu~ 
HJht o r C\'t n _round, beeomin.a 
vonually lnv01obtc once in the 
~ir. 

Thc 
ateallh he' 
ohr<eyeo~n 

the reoonnei.l.ton(C 
P<ntaeon otill ·~=,t!:!:J exist. f ifty of tl 
stc-ahh planes 

- · fli&hts C'Onsidrm:f toO. !':,tdJitl!f 
risk the lou of 
Blackbird 

British 

In the next few days, America will 

flri~ tag. TM military. how­
ever, have shown arowin.a 
~chv.rium (or the 1 ptan~·s 
p.Jicnri:d . • 

Co"a,ress \\"as not con\rinced 
and amna«t for a voup of 
indcptndcnt cnginccn to ajve 
the whole pi'Qject tbt once­
over. Their 5CC~t ~part wu 
procnrcd last ._.m and 
llrJCiy l\l!.cks the claims made 
for io by the Dei~C'C Ad· 
vanc:OO lle..,.n:h I l'rojce11 
As•ney, an arm of the CIA. 

E ven if the B-2 is a 
winner, il n::mainJ 1 
hi&JI·risk projed. lb 

survival rnts cnn~ly on 
remaini na hidden. This 
cumhasome subo-10c.ic jet. 
tna~y be immune ko .-ada,. 
auidecl or htet·,.-elins mi .. 
siles but it has nei(her tpO<d 
nor qility and only)a handful 
ot· enlio&i~'l!iiuiles to 

i.Uc:lf ap.insJ. a p ftfite 
con.ventibotal foaJ!t· 

'llnd it. 

deep inlide tl!e thick, rounded 
wonasb•pe. 

Computen control jcu or 
a ir 10 tum 11\e plane in lhe 
duw1ion the pilot wantJ -
thete are no conventional 
control aurUa:t. Already, • 
hand-picked VOUJ? of US Air 
Fom: pilots are nyina" tile 
plane in a a.imulatot at a ttJCret 
ba~e In Nevoda. , 
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The axkpit lias only tiny 
windows in tile a:llina and • 
TV monitor helps tile pdot to 
land. In niaht. the plane: 
cons.ll.nlly sen.aa ii.J cmvtron· 
mont like a livma lhina. 

I t prncnts che Cft'W with 
colour imaan or tile let• 
r11n lh<td. witlt th<et.t<:ll­

ina ndars aDd mLWlc silc:l in 
n:d and o,_., cadi eur· 
rounded by 1 lethal :tooc 
whc~evcn the auahb bomber 
n:oiaJ!t be det«ted. 

However llrdl the plane 
perJomu, atalth ia he"' · 10 
stay. AJI tuum USAF a! reran 
clesi&JU .,. inc:orpontioa 
stoall h l«bnoiOIY aod twO 
>ttalth miWics a re aJ.-Iy 
under develo pment by 
Bocina. Or>e is a coove llioul 
moise missile. lhe Oilier a 
mfty d«trorlic fillh eol­
umollt dnipcd 'to slip into 

· enemy air lpecc ~ 
and wouok havoe by juunina 
dtfcnsive rodar IIIICI ndio 
communicatiOM. 
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