Invisible kilier take;qoff

he s=ecre! Amencan

“sicalth™ bomber will

take 10 the skies for the
first time in the next few days
ushening in what the US
Force hopes will be an era of
air supenanty over the Soviet
Uninn.

After a handful of initial
proving Mights, the plane will
be flown wunder cover of
darkness to the Groome Lake
base in Nevada, From there it
can fly through the Nellis
ranges  which will quickly
show if the plane really is
made of the “right stull",

United States Air  Force
General Lawrence  Skanire
said recently it will fly “in the
ncar future ., , the very necar
future”, and another air force
source 3ays il should be air-
borne before the end of this
maonth.

The Northrop B-2 advanced
technology bumber (AT will
render practically all known
air defences worthless. Tt will
be undetectable by radar, heat,
light or even sound, becoming
virually invisible onoe in the
1]

The technology  behind
stealth has been under 1est for
threeyears in the F-19 Aurora,
th-: reconnaisance plane the

n still claims does not
e:m ifty of these Lockheed
l’l!.‘l]lh plancs are flying vn

flights over targels
m:l 100 senditive to
risk the loss of U-2 or SR-TI
Blackbird planes,

Brilish plane have
been  besieging RAF
Mﬂﬁmh:u for months in the

- of  catching l. Erﬂ
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In the next few days, America will

The cockpit has only uny
windows in the ceiling and =

deploy the ‘secret’ stealth bomber

TV monitor helps the 10
land. In flight m:":Tum
constandy senscs 108 environ-

ment like & living thing

L presents the crew with

colour images of the ler-
& rain ahead, with threaten-
ing radars and migile siles in
red and orange, each sur-
munded by a lethal zope
wherecven the stealth bomber
might be detected,

However well the plane
performa, stealth i3 here 10
stay. All future USAF aircrafl

are mcorpm:lm;
stealth technology and

L Venellanhling oo ne
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stealth mmatiles are dn-dy

price tag. The military, how-
ever, have shown growing
enthysiasm for the plane’s
putential.

Congress was nnt convinced
and amanged for a group of
indepenient cngincers 10 give
the whole progect the once-
over. Thoir scorel report way
presented  last week  and
largely lacks 1he claims made
for it by the Delence Ad-
vanced  Rescarch ' Projects
Apency, an arm of the CIA,

ven il the B2 is a

winncr, il remains 8

high-risk project. Iis
survival rests entirely on
remaining hidden. This
cumhersome  sub-sonic  jet
may be immune to rmdar-
guided or heat-secking mis-
siles bn:l il hml; “mr';. !:dtﬁ
nor agility end only/a ']
ol zlu-umﬂr ‘!i'nmlﬂ o
defend itself qn nfire
sitatk by con fight-

next few ths will
“a¢ the stealth bomber's great-
eat 1est — will p.lots be able to
this bizarre new plane? The
is an IuF .hm \Fnlun-
aireraft with

™ tlll

Ithaa
i flying . ﬂﬂl

“weApond. and ..Jﬁmm

'mll"lhercln !ind it.

under development . by
Bocing. is a conventronal
cruise missile, the other a
crafty electronic fifth wl-
ummist designed to slip into
cﬁnr "kr h:p-uhundﬂm:d
and wreak havod ym:
defensive radar Mulg
communications.
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deep inside the thick, rounded
wing shape,

Compulers control jets of
wir 1o 5::11 the plane J:':sme
direction the pilot wanis —
there are no conventonal
control surfscer. Alrcady, =
hand-picked group of U
Force pilots wre “flying" the
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